Roadshow Analysis
Dates
Tuesday 16th March 2010 (north); Tuesday 23rd March 2010 (south)
Venues
Eirias Park, Colwyn Bay (north); Selwyn Samuel Centre, Llanelli (south)
Attendance
Unfortunately, exact figures are not available but there were approximately 50 people at both events. The majority of attendees were people with a learning disability with a small number of parents, carers and professionals.
Evaluation Responses
See separate documents for detailed analysis.

General observations

North: The event was well attended and very well received with the vast majority of responses for all areas falling within the ‘very good’ or ‘good’ categories and only two in the ‘poor’ category. We did have some major IT problems at this event and this was reflected in a few of the comments. There were also a few comments about noise being an issue during the workshop session and a feeling that it would have been better to have smaller break-out rooms.
South: This event was also well attended and generally well received, although responses were not quite as favourable as in the north. The majority of responses were still within the ‘very good’ or ‘good’ but there were a significant number of ‘OK’ or ‘poor’ responses too. The main criticisms were that Prof Felce’s presentation was not very accessible and that the speakers could not be seen because they were in front of the windows. 
Workshop Responses

See separate document for full list of responses.
During the workshops, it became clear that very few people knew anything about the LDIAG and this is something that I would obviously like to change. I hope that the new website will help in this area and I will of course continue to promote the work of the LDIAG through the newsletter and by personal networking. 

A number of suggestions were made for the new LDIAG to look at including housing, transport, employment, health, PCP and accessible information. Lots of people felt very strongly about the importance of independent living and the need for adequate to funding to prevent future crisis and increased burden on parents. It gives people freedom, choice, new skills and an improved social life. If it was taken away, people would lose control over their lives and it would affect not just the people themselves but their families, carers, support workers etc. As one person said, “It would be like going back into the past, back to the big hospitals and institutions where people become patients, not people”. People felt that in the current economic climate there was a need to use funding more effectively and for service provision to be more flexible and creative. The discussion notes talked about the need for political pressure in this area such as using evidence of future need to campaign to the Minister, organising protest marches and using advocacy. Some suggested replacing the LDIAG with a Task Force to implement change rather than just advise and to ensure that “promises made actually happen”.
Personal Observations

It was good to see that attendance at these events was better than last October although still very disappointing to see so few members of the LDIAG at either event. Everyone seemed to enjoy the events and the evaluation responses were generally very positive with comments like “information really well presented, very interesting and thought provoking”. The venues were both very good although it was felt that it would have been better to have the use of another break-out room for workshops and a different room layout in the south. We had some IT problems at both events, particularly in the north, and this is something that we will need to look at again before the next roadshows (although I am not sure that there is anything we could have done differently).

I would like to thank Annie Denton at All Wales People First for organising both events, including booking the venues and catering, and sending out flyers to members. Yvonne Boxall (AWPF) and I worked closely to design the plan for the day and how it should be run. My thanks must also go to David Felce for giving up his time to speak at both events and share his knowledge and expertise. Tracey Drew and Ann Collis also deserve a mention for helping out at the roadshow in the north at very short notice – much appreciated.
Summary
· Attendance was good at both events although very few members of the LDIAG were able to attend.
· Feedback was generally very positive with only a few exceptions.

· Some people felt that the first two presentations were too long and difficult to understand.

· Workshop discussion highlighted the lack of awareness of the work of the LDIAG.

· A Task Force was suggested as a replacement for the current LDIAG.

· People felt strongly about the importance of independent living and the benefits for individuals, families, carers etc.

· A number of people suggested taking action to ensure the future of independent living in Wales through campaigning, protesting and advocacy.
